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Husain Lehri, the director of Super Book House, approached Yash-
want Pitkar, teaching at the Sir J. J. College of Architecture in Mum-
bai, to bring out a book on a contemporary Indian architect whose
approach is different from the run of the mill. Pitkar had no hesitation
in choosing Shirish Beri who in a career spanning almost forty years
has built works ranging from private residences to educational com-
plexes and large public projects across India. As it turned out, this
book is the result of an extensive collaboration between Lehri, Piktar
and Beri – Pitkar describes the process of making the book as one
of slow and deep unfolding.

What is most interesting about this book is its structure. Inter-
spersed with the projects are Beri’s written and sketched expres-
sions. Each set of two projects is bookended by his illustrated es-
says and poetry. The essays are more like collections of rambling
thoughts, posers and anecdotes – seeking connections between 
nature, art, architecture, and life. There is a seamless rhythm set up
in the book that constantly keeps the reader acquainted with the ar-
chitect’s outer manifestations in form of his buildings and his inner
thought processes, integral to that creation. The opening essay,
»Working with nature ... towards sustainability« sets a tone towards
not just architecture but life in general. Beri asks whether man’s re-
lationship with nature could become a universal archetype for a sus-
tainable future. He advocates an approach towards architecture that
grows out from the place and its spirit rather than imposed techno-
cratic solutions. 

The book features about a dozen projects in greater detail, well
illustrated with clear drawings, evocative sketches and excellent
photographs – accompanied by the architect’s own analysis of the
design process and governing concerns in each project. The open-
ing section of the book contains a note by B. V. Doshi and a fore-
word by Christopher Charles Benninger who was Beri’s mentor
when he was a student at the CEPT in Ahmedabad. The Hirwai
Farmhouse in Nathawade for himself, one of his earliest projects, 
is perhaps the best example of his avowed philosophy: spaces in-
spired by nature. The Sanjeevan Primary School and the Laboratory
for the Conservation of Endangered Species at Hyderabad display
Beri’s playful and unconventional approach towards space organisa-
tion which is at once in harmony with the site’s topography and nat-
ural features. Projects such as the Dharwad Engineering College or
the Computational Mathematics Laboratory in Pune display a nu-
anced sense of structure, construction and meticulousness towards
detail. In the closing section of the book there is an exhaustive list of
projects with thumbnails giving a good idea of the full range of the
architect’s work. Accompanying the book is a CD titled »The Unfold-
ing White: Shirish Beri’s search for wholeness«. 
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the author

Shirish Beri graduated in architecture 
from CEPT, Ahmedabad in 1974. Since 
then he has been trying to understand and 
explore the relevance of the quality of our 
space to the quality of our life through 
his numerous path breaking designs. His 
search for wholeness and his explorations 
find expressions in his paintings, sketches, 
poetry, film, eco farms and education besides 
his architectural designs. His works which 
tend to reflect his life values and address his 
concerns in life, have won him numerous 
national and international recognitions. 
He has lectured and exhibited widely at 
important forums in India and abroad. He 
lives in and practices from Kolhapur and 
Andur.

 

This book tries to explore the many 
ways in which Shirish Beri tries to address 
his concern of man’s alienation from nature 
through his work as an architect.

Eleven of his nature inspired designs 
featured here aspire to directly or indirectly 
help in bringing man closer to Nature. Each 
project with a number of relevant images 
and drawings, discusses its genesis, its basic 
concept along with its expression in the 
actual design, the technology, construction 
materials and finally the user feedback.

Eight illustrated essays discuss his views 
on various issues concerning architecture 
and life. They range from sustainability to 
art; from the immeasurable spirit dimension 
to the vernacular architecture; from 
aesthetics to ethics in the architectural 
profession; from the various tools of 
connecting to nature to architectural 
education. A number of his own poems 
are also published here to give us a deeper 
insight into his thinking as well as to 
reinforce his thoughts that are expressed in 
the essays.

Along with this book, comes a dvd of his 
award winning film “The unfolding white” 
which delves into his work that searches for 
the oneness and wholeness in life.

Can the quality of our life improve 
when we live and work in spaces inspired by 
nature? This book answers this question in 
the affirmative.

the editor

Yashwant Pitkar is an architect and 
a photographer of architecture. He is 
Associate Professor at the Sir JJ College of 
Architecture, Mumbai. He was awarded the 
Senior Fellowship in Photography by the 
Ministry of Culture, Government of India, 
2001.

He has travelled extensively over the 
past two decades, documenting buildings 
of India with his unique photographic 
gaze. He has held many exhibitions of his 
photographs.

His photographs are published in 
‘Jagmandir’ (Penguin), a palace in Udaipur; 
‘Whispers of the Soul’ by Sudhir Diwan; and 
his own book ‘The Romance of Red Stone: 
an appreciation of ornament on Islamic 
architecture of India’ (Super Book House). 

He is the co-editor of ‘Nari Gandhi’ (Art 
and Design Book Press) in 2009

can our work help us in starting a warm,
intimate dialogue with nature? then,

can this rapport with nature make us more sensitive,
compassionate and responsible human beings?
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