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Opus 39
Arup, Hong Kong Station
With a text by Greg Pearce, Stuart Mercer, Graham Powell and 
Rodney Tan and photographs by Christian Richters. 60 pp. with 
ca. 65 ill., 280 x 300 mm, hard-cover, English
ISBN 3-930698-39-0
Euro 36.00, sfr 64.00, £ 28.00, US $ 42.00, $A 68.00

Recently returned to Chinese sovereignty after 150 years under the
British Empire, Hong Kong is a city of constant reinvention. Dec-
ades of free-wheeling capitalism and rapid growth have created a
unique urban organism, boasting a spectacular harbour-front sky-
line supported by one of the world’s most sophisticated infrastruc-
ture systems. Yet, when plans to build a new, world-class airport
and associated infrastructure were revealed in 1989, the territory’s
future was hanging in the balance. The Airport Core Programme
would ensure that Hong Kong remains a global centre for business
and tourism, and a major Asian transportation hub. It would be one
of the world’s largest single infrastructure projects and would be-
come a symbol of Hong Kong’s determination and self-confidence.
Following an ambitious programme of design and construction,
Hong Kong Station, the state-of-the-art terminus to the Airport and
Lantau Railway, opened to coincide with the airport’s debut on 7th
July 1998. Situated on a newly created waterfront site at the heart
of the central business district, the building has been designed as
a comprehensive inter-modal transport facility, forging vital links to
the surrounding urban fabric. This book, written by the designers
who masterminded, planned and detailed the flagship station,
chronicles the building’s creation from a bold vision to working 
reality.

Arup is recognised throughout the world for producing buildings
of exceptional quality which advance the frontiers of architecture
and engineering. Its multi-disciplinary collaboration on this project
brings together an extraordinary synthesis of conventional design
wisdom and technical innovation, to produce a holistic urban inter-
vention driven by the symbiosis between mass transit and com-
merce. Designed in the tradition of the world’s great railway termini,
Hong Kong Station is effectively an extension to the city, creating a
major public amenity within a spacious and naturally illuminated se-
ries of interconnected volumes.

Greg Pearce, Stuart Mercer, Graham Powell and Rodney Tan
were Arup’s principal architects of Hong Kong Station and Subway
from conception to completion. Greg Pearce is a faculty member
at the University of Hong Kong, formulating multi-disciplinary de-
sign approaches towards sustainability. Mercer Tan’s practice in
London builds on the successful design collaboration and exper-
tise of these two architects. Graham Powell brings his broad multi-
professional experience to a range of design initiatives with his UK
practice. Christian Richters is one of the most sought-after archi-
tectural photographers in Europe today.


